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COUNTY REPORT

State Blamed for High 
Cost of County Budget

National Recreation 
Awards to Be Given

By BURTON W. CHACE
County ••pcrvttar

Adoption of a budget which 
could require a substantial 
increase in th« property tax 
is a difficult job for a county 
supervisor.

But supervisors had little 
choice this year, since most 
of the increases were caused 
by services which the county 
must provide but over which 
the supervisors have little if 
any control. These primarily 
include criminal and welfare 
case loads.

Population 
Placed at 
133,095

Torrance's population 
reached 133.095 on April 1 
according the the quarterly 
report just issued by the Re 
gional Planning Commission 
The city continues to rank as 
the county's fourth largest  
behind Los Angeles, L o n g 
Beach, and Glendale.

Since the 1960 federal cen 
sus, population in the city has 
increased by more than 32, 
000, the report noted.

The number of dwellini 
units in the city has Increasec 
from some 28,600 in 1960 to 
more than 43,000, the com
mission report said.

     
TOTAL population of th 

county as of April 1 was est 
mated at 7,102,897. The city 
of Los Angeles has in est 
mated population of 2,829 
828, while the population o 
Long Beach was placed 
380,964.

Glendale, the county's third 
largest city, has a populatior 
of 137,347, according to th
commission report.

»    
THE COUNTY'S newest 

city, Carson   Incorporate 
Feb. 20, haa an estimate 
population of '60,104 an 
ranks 18th among the coun 
ty's 77 cities, the oommissio 
reported. A taUlvOi 146,6:
dwelling units the located : 
the city of Carson, it was r 
ported.

Estimated population fo 
other area cities is: Garden 
44,546; Hawthorne, 49,22 
Hermosa Beach, 18,223; Law 
dale, 26,273; Lomlta, 20.29C

Some 93 per cent of the 
unty's |1.38 billion budget 

>es for services which are, 
andated by state law or 
unty charter. For example, 
e county must, by law, pro- 
de for welfare, sheriff's prb- 

ection, legal and judicial pro- 
eedings, and many other se­ 
al services.

* *  
QUITE HONESTLY, I stand

n the fact that this budget
the lowest on which this,

he nation's largest county,
an operate if it must provide
he state-mandated services 
nd it must. There was some
t in the budget which was

rimmed out, and there are
her items included which I
oted against, but I believe it

a sound budget under the
rcumstances.
To begin with, the county
directed by the state to pay

511 million for welfare costs
This is one-third of our budget

hich we cannot touch b;
iw.
Next, another third of the

udget goes for salaries which
must be the prevailing wage

y order of the county char
er. ,

Employes were added only 
n critical areas, such as law 
nforcement where the Sher 
ff's Department was allocated
)00 more men.

     
OF THE REMAINING one

hird of the budget, capita 
projects were a key item, am 
lupervisors only authorizet 

those critically needed. Man 
of these had been remove< 
'rom previous years' budgel 
'or economy reasons, but it i 
 t the point where delayin 
them any longer would b 
lalse economy.

Construction costs are rii 
ing about 5 per cent eac 
year, and on some project 
such as health centers, th 
county loses many dollars 
'rom state and federal source 
when it does not proceed wit 
a plan.

Naturally all these facts d 
not lessen the sting when 
pay my property tax bill, bi 
I believe the best possible jo 
bas been done on the 196&-

de range of taxes to bal 
ce the budget.

    »
SUPERVISORS must turn 
the property tax base fo 

nancing, and this is not an 
sy thing to have to do. We 
ow property taxpayers ar 
erburdened and to add t 
eir load is difficult. 
Our only hope at this tim 
that some significant legis 

tion is enacted in Sacra 
ento before June 30 to ai 
e property taxpayer. On 
11, for example, would hav 
e net effect of a 14-cen 

roperty tax drop indudin 
e 1968-69 budget increase 

 if approved. 
This is a measure whic 
ould continue a presen 
alf-cent state sales tax which 
xpires June 30 and divert it 
) the counties. Your sales tax 
ould remain the same, but 

he revenues would be ear- 
arked for property tax re­ 
ef.

budget.
The real jolt to the pro 

erty taxpayer, however, 
caused not by the size of th 
budget but by the means 
financing county operation 
Unlike a city or the state, tl 
county is not free to enact

The Southern California 
Edison Co. and Hans Stierle, 
manager of the Art Advertis- 
ng Department of Leorard's 

Department Stores, have been 
named to receive intrnational 
awards for their voluntary ef­ 
forts in behalf of community 
>ark and recreation programs. 

Nominations for the awards 
were made by the Torrance 
Recreation Department for 
:heir voluntary contributions 
in Torrance. The annual 
awards dinner will be held at 
Sam's Cafe tonight beginning 
at 8 o'clock. National Recrea 
tion and Park citations will be

Defense Sirens 
To Blare Friday

Civil Defense sirens in Los
Angeles 
sounded

County 
in the

will 
customary

COUNTIES have no power
o levy a sales tax. 

With the county's welfare 
bligation. as set down by the
tate, rising by 70 million, it
eems only fair that the state

>e called upon to broaden the
 ounty's tax base. 

Without state assistance, 
iere appears to be no relief

n sight for the property tax- 
ayer. The county budget has 
ripled in size during the past 
ecade and shows no signs of
etting up so long as the wel- 
are burden and other state 
rograms are forced upon the 
ounty without accompanying 
rograms to broaden the tax

base.

month-end test of the variou 
warning systems Friday, Jun 
28, at 10 a.m.. Sheriff Pete 
J. Pitchess announced.

The sirens would be heart 
for from three to five min 
utes in the event of an actua 
enemy attack, Pitchess added

resented during pro-

The awards are given an 
ually by the Board of Trust- 
es of the National Recreation 
nd Park Association to se 
ected individuals and citizen 
groups throughout the United 

tates and Canada, who, in 
he opinion of the board, have 

made significant voluntary 
contributions to the park and 
recreation movement in their 
lome communities.

Stierle will receive th 
award for his vork in organiz 
ng and promoting the youtl 
soccer program and in

h of the American 
Youth Soccer Organization i 
he Torrance area. He ha 
>een instrumental in the de­ 
velopment of the program a 

coach and clink sponsor 
since 1964.

The Southern California 
Edison Co. will be cited fo 
its interest in community re 
reation as demonstrated 
its leasing of more than 
acreas of land to the city fo 
use as a baseball center.

The awards dinner will b 
chaired by Bernard Douga 
chairman of the Torranc 
Parks and Recreation Com 
mission.

iriminal Justice Job 
3penings Now Available
Several openings are still 

vailable for men and women' 
)etween the ages of 17 and 
0 interested in job opportu­ 
nities in the criminal justice 
ields to attend a free five- 

week program at California 
itate College at Long Beach, 
(inority group members are 
specially encouraged to ap- 
ily and will be given prefer
nee. 

Purpose of the program
which begins July 1 and ends 
Aug. 2 is to introduce the 
participants to interesting and 
ihallenging police and correc- 
ional work. Hours are 9 a.m 
o 4 p.m.

A person must possess i 
high school diploma or b< 
within one year of gradua
tion. Those with minor juve­

nile offense background 
with a minor misdemeanor 
conviction record are eligible

Sponsored by the Federal 
Government through the 
Higher Education Act of 1965 
and Cal-State Long Beach 
the program will' consist o 
classroom lectures by.per 
sons in various law enforce 
ment fields and a' series o 
field trips to police and cor 
rectional agencies. Trainee 
will not receive grades a n c 
will not be assured of jobs 
upon completion of the pro 
gram but they will be given 
job counseling and guidance 
and a special certificate.

Careers in lew enforcemen 
include police, correctional,

deputy sheriffs and prison 
^ounselors. Hundred* of law 
nfortement jobs, many pay. 
ng more than $600 a month, 
re available in the Southern 

California area.
Interested persons are en­ 

couraged to write Dr. Howard 
Fradkin, Criminology Depart­ 
ment, California State College 
at Long Beach, Long Beach 
00801, or call 433-0951, exten­ 
sion 236.

TURKEY

probation and parole officers,

When stuffed with

AIL PURPOSE DRESSING

BV GR 
Hawthorn, t Art«.«|«, Torr.nc. • Ft (MSII

EVERY PAYDAY

HAWTHORNE 
SAVINGS

AND LOAN ASSOCIATION
MM MUM. 13001 SO. HAWTMWIE 
BLVD.. HAWTHORNE, PHONE: «7$-»l« • 
TORRANCl: 21370 HAWTHORNE BLVD., 
PHONE: 3704341 • WOT WDTCNUTIR» 
CORNER LINCOLN & MANCHESTER BtVDS^ 
PHONE: 6704044 • NOdRSt »4 MONDAY 
THRU THURSDAY, »4 FRIDAY.

Mrs. E. G. 
asks:

"Where can I 
obtain a chart or 
guide for a quick 
reference when an 
accident occurs to 
my carpet?"

"AIDS to CARPET CAR* is 
PUBLISHED BY OUR NA­ 
TIONAL INSTITUTE of Rug 
Cleaning for just inch situa­ 
tions. Aids has a spotting 
chart which will help you 
quickly take care of an 
emergency and it also con­ 
tains names of remedies 
which are usually available 
right in your kitchen or pan­ 
try. Other pertinent informa­ 
tion u given in the booklet 
which will help you to under­ 
stand facts about your carpets 
and rugs and what to expect from 
them. Just ask for a copy."

fe l

Robert F. Coleman,
Managing Director
National Institute

of Rug Cleaning, Inc.

SPENCERS CARP1T CARE
20*25 HAWTHORNE BLVD. 
TORRANCI 971-4671 , 

AIM S«H P«dr*, 609 N. l»«ctf it Av«.

4535 ARTESIA BLVD. — LAWNDALE
Monday md Frtd*» M — TMS., WM., TKun. * tat. »4 

tmtn IM «. MM* J7l-»iu « PARK FRII
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